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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John Olver (D-First District) announced                today that the U.S. Department of Justice has awarded a $75,000                grant to the Southwick Police Department. The grant was awarded                under the Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) program --                a Clinton Administration initiative to add 100,000 cops to the streets.              

œCommunity policing is reducing crime and restoring hope in neighborhoods                across the country,” Olver said. œThese funds will increase the                amount of time Southwick officers have to work with local residents,                and that is the number one way to keep our streets safe.”              

COPS grants provide funding for 75% of the total salary and benefits                of each officer hired for three years, up to a maximum of $75,000                per officer. The remainder is paid out of state or local funds.              

Community policing is a strategy that uses partnerships between                local law enforcement officers and the people they serve to solve                crimes and related problems.              

To date, the COPS Program has provided funding to more than 11,000                law enforcement agencies  adding 92,000 officers to the nation°s                streets.             
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